[Treatment of acute cholecystitis, yesterday and today: the role of diagnostic research].
To evaluate the influence of both ultrasonography and cholescintiscan on the choice of the treatment and prognosis of acute cholecystitis, the authors reviewed their series of 187 patients observed between 1974 and 1985. On the basis of diagnostic investigations employed, two distinct periods are considered, 1974-79 and 1980-85. In the I period, the exact diagnosis of the disease was obtained in 31 patients (26.3 percent) and the treatment was conservative in 81.3 percent of cases and surgical in 18.7 percent. In the II period, the disease was exactly diagnosed in 95.6 percent and all patients underwent surgery. The overall mortality and complication rate was respectively 5.1 percent and 11.8 percent in the I period and 1.1 percent and 5.8 percent in the II period. Authors conclude that ultrasonography and cholescintiscan, arising rapidly to the exact diagnosis of disease, influenced markedly the choice of surgical treatment, improving the prognosis of these patients.